
SimPlant View 11.02 Tutorial

Includes:

How to transfer and open projects from a CD 

SimPlant View Quick Start

SimPlant View Step-by-Step Walkthrough



How to transfer and open projects

1. Go to the My Computer folder

2. Select Local Disk (C:)

3. Open dentaldata folder

*Please note that this 
procedure is used for 
transferring the initial patient 
example cases, as well as for 
real patient cases received 
via CD from CGI

The dentaldata folder is 
automatically created 
when you install 
SimPlant View



With both the dentaldata and CD 
folders open, move the case into 
the dentaldata folder. 

To do this, left click on new case 
and drag into dentaldata folder. 
Release left mouse button and 
the case should be copied into 
dentaldata folder.



Here, the case has been correctly 
copied into dentaldata folder. At this 
point, you can now close the CD 
folder and eject the disk. 

To view the case, either double click 
on the desired icon (go to slide #7)

or follow the next set of steps.

*Please note

If you have just installed SimPlant 
View, we suggest that at this point 
you transfer the patient example 
cases to the dentaldata folder 
before continuing on with this 
tutorial.

Additionally, please transfer this 
pdf to the desktop, and then 
resume viewing.

Once this is done, you can then 
eject the cd.



To view a new case, select the 
Open function



Files will be in the dentaldata folder – this 
should come up automatically when you 
select Open

Highlight file needed (simply click 
once to highlight)

Then click Open



This is an 
example of what a 
case should look 
like when opened 
correctly.

The next few 
slides show how 
to get started right 
away using 
SimPlant View.



SimPlant View Quick Start

Cross-sectional 
View

The box 
highlighted in blue 
indicates the 
current position of 
the blue lines in 
the axial view.

Panoramic View

Follows the curve of the alveolar process –
which is indicated by the dashed yellow line 
in the axial view.

3D View

3D image of the patient’s 
anatomy

Axial View

From here both the 
panoramic curve (in 
yellow) and cross-
sectional image lines (in 
blue) are visible. 



Move the sliding bar up or 
down to shift the position 
of the panoramic curve

In the cross-sectional 
view, use the zoom 
tool to enlarge a 
specific slice. Use 
unzoom to return to 
3x3 view. 

To scroll through the 
images, use the 
sliding bar.

Zoom

Unzoom

Full screen

In the axial view, use the zoom tool to 
enlarge a specific area (left click and 
drag – a yellow box will highlight 
desired area) and the unzoom tool to 
return. (Can use in panoramic and 3D 
views as well)

In the axial view, if you simply click the 
left mouse button anywhere in the 
image, it will change the position of the 
panoramic curve and the cross-
sectional lines. 

Use the sliding bar to navigate up and 
down the anatomy.

Use the full screen tool to 
enlarge any view to fill the 
entire screen. Unzoom to 
revert.



For a more in-depth look at all the functions of SimPlant View, please continue to browse through the 
complete walkthrough.

We suggest that you have SimPlant View up and running with one of our Demo projects, so that you can follow along with 
the tutorial.

In the 3D view, use the right mouse button to 
rotate the image (hold down button and drag 
to move).

Hold down the ctrl key and drag with the right 
mouse button to zoom.

Hold down the shift key and drag with the right 
mouse button to pan the image.

Measure distance – use to measure distance in any of the images. Click the left mouse once to begin 
the line and again when the line has reached the desired end point. (expressed in mm)

Measure Angle - use to measure angles within the images. Click on three points to define the angle. 
(Expressed in degrees)

Measure Bone Density – allows you to measure the density of bone within an area, either rectangular 
or eliptical. Adjust the size by dragging the shape with the left mouse button. 



SimPlant View Tutorial

Step-by-Step Guide



A cross-sectional image is a 
thin, reformatted cross-section 
of the alveolar process. The 
images are displayed in a grid 
of 3 by 3. The image 
surrounded by a blue border 
indicates the current position of 
the blue lines in the axial 
images.

All cross-sectional images are 
numbered in the lower right 
corner, with the numbers 
increasing from the left to the 
right side of the jaw. Inspect 
the images to assess the 
anatomy of the alveolar ridge 
and to locate vital structures 
such as the inferior alveolar 
canal, the incisive canal and 

the maxillary sinus.

A panoramic image is a thin, 
reformatted section parallel to 
and following the curvature of the 
alveolar process. The panoramic 
image is surrounded by a yellow 
border and numbered in the 
lower right corner, with the 
numbers increasing from buccal
to lingual. 

Cross-sectional and 
Panoramic Views



Axial and 3-D Views

The axial image is surrounded by a red 
border and numbered in the lower right 
corner, with the numbers increasing from 
inferior to superior. In a mandibular study, 
it represents the top view. In a maxillary 
study, the axial image represents the 
bottom view.

Note: the yellow curved line that follows 
the curvature of the alveolar process is 
called the panoramic curve. It references 
the exact location of the panoramic 
image.

The 3D images give you a further understanding of your patient's
anatomy. You can rotate the 3D image to by dragging with the right 
mouse button. You can move or pan it around within the window by
holding down the SHIFT key and dragging with the right mouse 
button. Zoom on the 3D by holding down the CTRL key and dragging
with the right mouse button.



At the top of the Simplant
View window, is the 
navigation bar. 

From here, you can access 
the different functions of 
Simplant View.



From the ‘File’ dropdown 
menu, you can open a new 
project, close a project or 
exit SimPlant View

From the ‘Help’ dropdown menu, 
you can get ‘How-to’ instructions 
from the ‘General Help’ button 
and get software information by 
selecting the ‘About’ button.

Open – click here to open a 
new project



Tools Toolbar

3D Tools Toolbar

Adjust Zoom Factor

Zoom

UnZoom

Zoom to full screen

Measure Distance

Measure Angle

Measure Density

Select 3D View

Rotate 3D View

Pan

Each tool will now be addressed in detail



Adjust zoom factor

Click here to adjust zoom 

to a specific percentage.

Select desired zoom factor 
and a magnifying glass 
icon will appear. Simply 
click on an area to zoom.

This tool works in any of 
the different views (axial, 
cross-sectional, panoramic 
and 3D)

.

Here, the 3D model 
has been enlarged to 
200%



Zoom

Click here to enlarge a 
specific area. A small 
magnifying glass will 
appear. 

Left click and hold down the 
button – a yellow box will 
appear. Then drag the 
cursor to highlight desired 
area. Release left button 
and selected area will be 
enlarged.

This tool works in all areas.



Unzoom

Click here to revert 
previously zoomed area 
to original size. 

When you select this 
function a magnifying 
glass with an ‘x’ across it 
will appear. Simply left 
click this over the desired 
area.

This works to revert both 
the zoom and adjust 
zoom factor functions. 



Zoom to full screen

Allows you to display 
a view the whole 
screen. Click on the 
Zoom to full screen 
button and the cursor 
will change to a 
magnifying glass. 

Then click on a view.

Here, the axial view 
has been enlarge to 
full screen mode. 

To revert, simply 
click again on the 
Zoom to full screen 
button 



Before moving on to the other 
functions, zoom in on one of the 
cross-sectional views. 

To do this, select the Zoom tool 
and left click on any of the cross-
sectional images

Now, there is only a 
single cross-sectional 
image in view, which will 
make using the other 

functions easier.



Measure Distance

Select the measurement 
icon  from the tools toolbar 
to measure distances in the 
images. The cursor will 

change in a measuring rule.

Click the left mouse button 
once to set the first point. A 
measurement line will be 
shown together with its 
length (expressed in mm). 
Click again to fix the other 

end of the measurement.

You can adjust the 
measurement by dragging 
either end to a new 
location. 

To delete a measurement, right-click on the 
measurement and select delete.
The indication of the length can be moved 
separately from the measurement line.



Measure Angle

Select the angle icon  from 
the tools to measure angles 
within the images. The cursor 
will change to a measuring 
instrument. Click three points 
with the left mouse button to 
define the angle. 

The angle is expressed in 
degrees. You can adjust the 
measurement by dragging 
the points to a new location.

To delete an angle 
measurement, right-click on 
the measurement and select 
delete.

The indication of the angle 
can be moved separately 
from the measurement line.



Measure Density

This tool allows you to measure 
the area and average density 
within either a rectangular or 

elliptical region.

Select an icon from the toolbar. 
Move the rectangle/ellipse to the 
image you want to measure. 

When you release the mouse 
button, the area (mm²), the density 
(Hounsfield Units) and the 
standard deviation of the density 
(Hounsfield Units) within the 
elliptical region is displayed

You can adjust the size and shape of the 
ellipse/rectangle by dragging one of the four 
markers when the cursor changes to a 
double arrow. To move the ellipse/rectangle, 
place the cursor on a non-marker portion of 
the yellow border (the cursor changes in a 
hand) and drag it. When you release the 
mouse button, the new measurement data is 
displayed.

To delete a bone density measurement, 
right-click on the measurement and select 
delete.



Select 3D View

When you click on 
Select 3D View 
button  a list with all 
possible default 
views is displayed. 
Selecting an item 
from this list will 
position the 3D 
object according to 
the selected 
position.

Top View

Left View



Rotate 3D

You can rotate the 3D 
image, which enables you 
to view the 3D objects form 
any desired position.

Click on the Rotate button 
in the toolbar. Hold the left 
mouse button to rotate the 
3D image.

Alternatively, hold down 
the right mouse button 
and move the mouse to 
rotate the 3D image



Pan (or move)

To pan the 3D 
image, select the pan 
(or move) function, 
the cursor will 
change into a cross-
shaped double 
arrow. 

Click on the left 
mouse button to drag 
the 3D image to view 

it from another place.

Alternatively, hold down 
the SHIFT key and drag 
your right mouse button to 
move the image.



Show/Hide Objects

For every 3D object, there is a 
corresponding thumbnail button 
available. 

To show or hide the different 
objects, click the buttons at the 
bottom of the 3D view . A 
pressed button means that the 
object is in view – an unpressed
button means that the object is 
hidden. 

Here, the Maxilla 3D 
has been hidden.



Troubleshooting

Occasionally, when rotating 
the 3D image, the object 
will become slightly see-
thru. Don’t worry – once the 
object stops moving it will 
revert to the normal view. 

This is typically due to the 
processing power of your 
graphics card.


